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SUBJECT: CONTACTS IN LITERARY FIELD 

REF: MOSCOW 11853 

US PEN CENTER RESPONDED POSITIVELY WHEN DEPARTMENT 
INFORMALLY RAISED QUESTION OF CONTACTS WITH SOVIET WRITERS. 
PEN CENTER EXECUTIVE SECRETARY MELVIN MENDELSOHN SAID PEN 
RECEPTIVE TO CONTACTS WITH ALL WRITERS. WE ALSO UNDER- 
STAND THAT THE NEW PEN CENTER PRESIDENT. HENRY CARLISLE, 
COMMENTED ON POSSIBILITIES OF INCREASED CONTACTS WITH 
SOVIETS IN HIS INAUGURAL SPEECH OF JUNE 8. MENDELSOHN 
SAID THERE IS RUMOR THAT SOVIETS MAY SEEK SOME AFFILITATION 
WITH INTERNATIONAL PEN ORGANIZATION. ALTHOUGH HE IS DOUBT- 
FUL THEY COULD AGREE TO OBSERVE THE PRINCIPLES THAT GO 
WITH MEMBERSHIP. THIS QUESTION MAY SURFACE AT AN INTER- 
NATIONAL PEN MEETING IN LONDON AUGUST 22. ADDRESS FOR 
CENTER REFTEL PARA 4 IS CORRECT. KISSINGER 
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